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On the opposite page is a picture of the old family house &b
Hitchin attached to the Brewery, it was always kaown as "The Brewhouse",
where our Ancestors had lived for many generations; and the early home
of the writer of the following pages,

Traditisa ssys that Queen Aane once lodged in the house on one of
her journeys, |

Recollections of my Chiidhood

I have very oftea of late called to mind the circumstauces of my
own Childhood, how very differentiy was I situeted from my dear grand-
children in this couabry, asad those in their distant Americaa home, and
I wish for their sakes that I could depict somewhat of my home and
surroundings in the early years of my life, as I talok it may be
interesting to my young descendants to kaow a little of thelr ancestors,
gome of whom probably they have as yet never heard of., The memory of
them to myself is very precious and fresh, and I consider it aa honour
to have numbered amony my near relations many who were of the excelleat
of the earth,

I was bora at Hitchin a pleasaat little country town in Hertford-
shire on the 26th of 8th mo, 1816, and was the youagest child of Joseph
and Hanash Lucas, I had five brothers, Joseph, Edward, Charles, Thomas
Woolstone, and Jeffery, and one sister Sarah more than four years older
then myself, My mother's maiden name was Hannah Woolston, she was an
only child, She lost her parents when quite young, and was ovrought up
by her uncle Thomas Woolston who was a farmer at Irthlingborough, North-
ampboashire, I can just remember his venerable appearance when he came
to our house to visit my perents, My mother received her education first
at fckworth sad afterwards at York School, From some of her letters to
my father vefore they were married (these in the possession of my brother
Joseph) I fiad that she was inuoculated for the small pox, and weub to
be under medical care during the time to u place appolnted for patients,
and passed safely through the complaint, It must have veen a greast change
to her to Lecome on her warrlage the mistress of a rather large house to
which the Urewery my uacle and father wers engaged in was attachad, also
to joln & pretty large circle of relations abt Hitehin, I greatly regret
that I remember so little of her myself, put from the testimony of many
others I believe her to have veen a sweet, geable, woman, and most
exemplary in fulfilling her duties as a wife and mother. I have ouly a
slight remembrance of her, but caan recall her ag rather tall and slight
- with dark hair, I remember deing with her sometimes when she changed
her dress in the af'ternoons aund thiuking how unice she looked, 1 do ot
know much of the esrly life of my brothers, they all in turn weut to
poarding schools kept by friends, except my brother Jeffery who was

educated ia Hitchin, The master of the Free School, Dr, Niblock was a
well educated man who also had a private school of his own which my
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brother atbtendsd, I think my Father was uuwilling to part with him, he
was a gentle atfectionate boy and endeared himself much to those he Rived
with, My eldest brother Joseph was living at bome and was eagaged in the
Malting business, Edward was serving nis time with our cousin Isaac Bass
at Brighton, Charles was apprenticed to Glaisyer & Kemp also at Brighton,
Thomas was at Epping School, Jeffery and Sarah were at home with myself,
the youngest of the flock at the time these recollectlons begin, Sersh
went to a day school kept by two worthy women Mary & Amn Read, who taught
reading, writing, a little arithmetic, aad plain needlework, in which
useful art their pupils emcellsd, ghe made shirts there for my fether with
beautiful stitching in them, I was never a pupil there, as the school was
given up before I was old encugh to go, My sister and I were not much of
sompanions st that time, there was considerable differeunce in our age, her
health was not strong, and she was aever fond of the out door games of
children thet I delighted in, her enjoyment was chiefly in reading. OShe
began very early to store her mind with a great variety of useful and
interesting literature in poetry as well as prose, so thal as years
advanced she became a most inbteresting and intellectual companion,

From my earliest recollection I believe my dearest Mother was a
confirmed iavalid, I do not thilnk she was aple to leave The house much.
She sometimes went cut for a drive in a poay chaise procured for her, and
driven mostly by my cousins Mary or Martha Lucas, I was often allowed to
accompany them, Our cousin Sarah Woolston was aearly always at our house
to assist in the domestic management and cere of my dear mother, As she
became weaker 1 remembor & nice restlag Couch belag bought for her,
different from the stralght backed sofas then in use, She must have been
then in an advanced stage of her illness, as I have a vague recollection
of my dear father one evening carrying her from it up to her chamber,

- whicn I think she never left agein, I was aboubt 6% years old when she
dled, and well do I remember that I was at the hcuse of my Patherts clerk
Thomas Marsh vho lived but a few steps from our Iremises, I auppose I was
sent there to spend the morning with thelr donghter Eliza who was a
consbant pleyfellow of mine, Our housemald Sally Pack came to fetch me
home, ehe wag cryiosg, and we were thea told thal my dear mother had just
passed awsy, Oh it is & bitter grief even to.Very young child to lose

s tender mother, I found that the loss is lndeed irreparsble there was a
void that was never filled, and I shed many tears in secret once the
memory of the past young as I was, sad recalled certaia btimes whea I had
basen dlsobedient to this precious Mother with the keeaest self reproach,
and in the words of Jane Taylor's hymn could say from my own experisnce
"Oh if she would but come sgain I think I'd vex her so no more",

From this time our cousin Sarah Woolston lived with us entirely
as housekeeper, I have often thought since that she must have had an
arduous post., Though dhe had the best intentions and wishes to fulfil
her daty, she was not adapbed to guide and restrain a lively impetuous
child as I then was, aund I am sure I was very disobedient and rebellious
to her. She had not been used to children, and perhaps expacted too
much from me, and had no idea of wiuning me to do what she wished by
meebing me half way as it were, so that my relations with herwere not
alwvays of & plessant kind to look back upon, tho! I do remember pleasaub
times with "Cousin", as we used to style her, when she and I were together
of a winter's evening in our handsome old woiluscotted parloury; after
learaing my lessons for next day I would sometimes read a 1little to her,
or we would play & game with the letters, and it was the practise to read
ons of the ilney hymns before going to bed.

I may just say that our uluing room used to be much admired., It
was & waiuscotted room, and the pankels of dark imitation of walnut wood
were relieved by mouldinss of maize colour, There were three windows in
the room, two looking into the street, and one into the yard, and ea they



all had window seats we liked to sit there and see what went on in the
street. The back window gave vs a view of the counting house where I
have often seen my Father and uncle sitting at thoir respsctive desks,

By daylight our parlour looked bright and cheerful, but in the
evenings we required more light then we usually had esp ecially as Cousin
used to extloguish ons of the two candles, ia her desire to curtail house-
hold expenses, so bhe and I sat in seml darkness at the table, uatil she
heard my fathers step in the passage, when the other candle was immediately
lighted, In those days there were no composite eandles, aud paraffin lamps
did not come into use for many years after, There were no matches either,
save the old fashioned burigtdone ones lighted with the tinder box,

My dearest Father was most indulgent to me, I was always happy when
with him, and delighted to bound upoa his knes, clagp wy arms round his
neck and cover him with kisses, I often took walks with hiz particularly
in the holidays. Many a time have we gone together to his farm at Offley
Grange, nearly two miles from Hitehilsn, A worthy couple John Lenton and
his wife lived there, he was Lalliff and had long stories to tell of crops
and stock while his wife of whom I was very fond, would regale me wilth new
nilk, and bread and butter from her dairy, It was a great delight to me %o
feed the poultry on these occasions, and visit the pigs, calves ete, While
writing of Bffley Graunge, I am reminded that our two families, my wacle
William Lucas's and ours, were accustomed to have a Harvest-home party thers
to take tea, after which we walked perhaps to the village of 0ffley and
visit the Church, or ia some other direction through the pretty green lanes
round the farm, assembling there agaia to partake of a syllabub before
returning home, On ons of these occasions when walking from Hitchin to the
farm I was desirous to carry a basket coantaining the botile of wine to be
used for 1%, but my cousias Mary and Martha thought it too heavy for me,
and were also Pearful I might drop it and break the bottls, but I persisted
in teking it, when in a short time the aceldent they feared meally took
place, and the wine was all spilled. I was very much ashamed and frighitened
and thought every bDody would be deprived of the treat, bubt I found things
were not quite so bad as I fesred, for a boy was sent into Hitchia for
another bottle, which consoled me; byt have never forgotten this instance
of self will, : '

Another of the delightful walks my dear Fathar and I took together
was to see the gkating acd silding when there was a hard frost on the plece
of water at St, Ibbs* Bush belonging to Professor Lax who lived near Ippollits
oa the London road., It was nol the fashlon then for girls to skate, and
not often to sllide, but we highly enjoyed looking on at those who were
proficient ia the art of sketing; and could cub figures of various shapes
o4 the lce, Our friend Joseph Sharples was very clever in this way, aad
wagd often to be seen there when there was s hard frost,

Another charming walk we often took together wss to the wabter mill at
Charlton, a little hamlet oa the confines of Hibonin Park, Tae mill was
worked by Edward Burr, his sister Mary kept house for him, simple hospitable
folk both of them, end I can never forget thelr hearty tones of welcome as
we entered the house, The great atlraction to me was the garden and broad
sheel of water at the mill hsad, where a fine pair’ of swaus might always be
seen swimming about, as well a3 occasional moor hens or dabchleks about the
islands further up the stream., B. 3urr was remsrkably fond of flowers, and
succeeded in growing them beautifully, he was also very liberal in cubtting
thenm for his visitors, and we always returned from our visits there laden with
a handsom bouquet,

We had two serveunts who had lived many years with us, Mary Valentine
the cook, and Sally Pack, housemsid, I dbpt ih a little press ped in their
room in my very early years, they were very kind to me, and after wy dear



Sarsh went %o boarding school, I should have beec very lonely but for them,
How smug and delightful it was %o go into the kitchen before I waut to bed
and sit awhile ln the warm chimney corner, and est my supper of bread and
chease, or bread and treacle for a treat, while Mary and Sally sat at their
work at a little rouwad table close by, - ‘

A long pgve of hopbagging was lasid down by the fire by way of hearth
Tug, which was & very good substitute for a carpet, Our kitchen floor was
of stone, kept spotlessiy clean by Mary who washed it I belleve every day
after dianer, Tiere were some deer's astlers fastened tc the wall, which
served as hooks for hats and coats to be hung on and looked guite handsome,
I think our kitchen wes the pleasantest room in the house, there were %wo
large windows, one looking into the little yard, which upened on the brew=
‘house yard where there was always somebalng going oa, and the vthef into
our more privete yard, where the couating house was, (spoken of before} and
from whence we reached the garden by a passage. Oa one day in the year,
St, Thomas's day 21st of Dec, watil 12 olelock at noon, this yard was thronged
with women gad children going up to the counbting house to claim the penney
which was given to any person who liked to ask for it by the firm, care
belng taken that ouly one of a family received it, of course, I always
applied for the gift, and received it,

I used to be very happy if allowed by Mary to have a broom or mop,
and clean a strip of pavement ia the little yard, and I aluays thought I
mpeh improved its appesrance, We kept a aumber of pigeons, and it was a
great pleasure to feed them with peas cbtalaed by going up a step ladder
to a loft in the brewhouss yard, this I constantly did, and frequently visited
the storehouse, walking between the rows of casks, and seeing the yeast drop~
piug into receptacles for it when the working process was going on. There
was g slight feeling of awe when I came to the spot where two immenge barrels
or vats stood each more like a house than any thing I canly compare them to,
they were called the King, and Queen, and wers reckoned a wonderful sight,
we liked to take our friends %o gsee them, They were filled I believe with
strong old ale. I used often to visit the Brewhouse, also, which was a
much more interesting place to me than the Storehouss, Thers were large
places called Goolers, it was fine fun to put on a gigantic pair of pattens
belonging to George Westwood the brewer, and shuffle about in them when the
cooleérs had four or {filve iaches of vater ia them, another advaatage was
that vhen looking through the windows of the Ooolers, I could overlook our
neighbourts gardens, which was very grabtifying to my curigsity, and I
thought they looked very superior to ours, Then there was the Mill, where
the melt was ground, la which the patient old bliand horse performed his
eadlegs jouraney, I often atood and watehed him, and pitied the poor animsl,
tho' I must admit he looked extremely well cared for, We had a pleasant
garden at the back of the brewhouse, lald out in the olé&-fashioned style,
with straight grsvel walks, aand flower beds oa either side, & small plot
of grass, and a cousiderable part devoted to frult, and e few vegetables,
My Tather was very fond of flowers. He aluays had choics suriculas in the
apring arrasged on a stand ia what we called 'The Cloisters® a king of
summer house, roofed bubt open at the side, with pillars to support it,
several wooden arm chairs palnted green stood there, We oftea sat in the
Clolsters ia summer with our books or work, We also had very beautiful
plcotees and carnatioas prown in long beds to theswslves, my father be:lgl}
quite a conncisieur la such flovers jecple used often to coms in to zes
Them when in bloom, In the flower borders we had many moss snd damask
rose bushes and fragrant cabbage roses, which I used to think lovely, at
that time there were none of the beaufiful variety of roses that are growa
aowy bubt I cannot omit the sweet little Scotch roses of which we had several
bushes, and the moathly roses zrowlag up the wall, all of which were a Joy
to me, I had a little gardea of my own, but as it was shaded by two fine
tall Lombardy poslars my flowers &id not flourish mueh, though our kind
gardener Frank Smith did his best to help me, We had another garden at



the top of a Maltater's yard veloaging to my uncle aud father ia Cock St.,
as it was then called it 1s .ow kuoown as High St. I often went there with
my father, and at other times with my young compenions, Here was a very
fine mulberry tree which bore abundance of delicioua fruit, besides a good
supply of the choicer description of wallfrult, peaches, nectarines, apricots
and white currants also tralned on a wall and netted, so that a supply
might be forthcomlng at our quarterly Meeting tablse in the 9th moath,
cherries, apples, pears, raspberries, googeberries and currants grew
sbundently in this productive parden, There was a good sized square grass
plot wihich was well adapied for our favourite game of base ball, as fruit
troes were planted on it at convenlent dlstances, there was also in one
corner a pretby little thatched summer hiouse where we could sit and amuse
ourselves made this garden a favourite gpot in my young deys, I believe
the anelent mulberry tree stlll exists, and conbiaues to bear a modicum

of fruit tu keep up its credit, but the gardsa is quite altered and
modernized, the old maltings are gone, and lo place of the ancient little
butcher's shop kept by one Atkins, stands the spacious linen sand woollen
drapery establishment, and commodious house built by the late John Thompson,
who marrled my cousin Mary Lucas, my uncle W, L's eldest daughter.

The first school 1 attendsd was kept by Fanny Reynolds in Tilehouse
5%,y it was a very elementary affeir, I well remember the. difficulty of
mastering such seatences as "Did he go up" at that school I remember toe
being carried to school on one ccoasion when I think the snow was oa the
ground by Jervis ose of the brewhouse men,

In process of time I was sent to a achool with my sister Sarah of much
more preteation kept by Mrs. Grosse iu Baneroft, (uext door to Frederick
Seebohm!s house) she was a widow lady in reduced circumstances and had
3 doughters, The eldest Kate was one of the handsomest young people I
ever reumember to have seen., 1 used greatly to admire her beantiful
abundant hair coiled rouad her graceful head, she wes always k ind to me,
but I was rather in awe of her mothsr who used to hold my hand rather tightly
in guiding me how to form my writing letters., I remember being much delight-
od with having a nlce warm grey duffle cloak like my sister's to go to sechool
in, they had hoods to them, In summer I think I mostly wore a nankesn
-bomnet for common, and spencer of the seme maberial, I much disliked the
bonnet and avoided wearing it as much a@s I could, Our best bonnets were
of fine white sbraw with a little white rivboa frill behind and white strings,
which with a white frock and muslin or silk spencer according to the westher
wag our usual sunday costume during the summer., In winter we had dark eloth
peleisses with small capes, and grey beaver bonnets and worsted gloves. Even
in winter I never had long sleeves to my frocks, though I suffered very much
from chapped srms and hands, bubt it was not the custom to lesve off the
ghort sleeves Lo our froecks till we were 13 or 14 years old, After Mra,
Crosse left Hitchin there was no other suitanle school for me to attend
and Sarah having then gone to Norwich, our very kind friends Klizebeth and
Mary Ransom offared to teach me with their two nieves Maria and Caroline,
this wes a most kind and friendly offer, and gladly accepted by my father,

I enjoyed the time I was with them very much, I suppose it was about & year
I was thelr pupll, I fear they found me very lasttentive ag I remember the
aumber of ticketa gained in the i year was too small to merit a prize, but
in their kindusss lest I should be discouraged they presented me with a
prebty little morocco reticule, For the behefit of those who may read this
book I may say that Elizabeth R. was afterwards married to Joseph Sharples,
and wes the mother of the late Mrs, Alexander Psckover of Wisbeach, and Mary
married William Exton, her elder daughter is now Mrs, Gurney Barclay.
Sometimes ia the summer while under thelr care we all went for a few days

Yo Grove Mill, about a mile from Hitchin where thelr brother Joshua carried
on a flour mill, he had a very nice house, and prebty garden, with & shrube
erry walk by the side of the mill stream, it was a very great treat to me

to go there, lesgons went on as usual, but the surroundings were so pleasant
whea lessons were over, the walk by the river termlsated by a little rustic



dbridge on which we crossed to a little island, which we often explored,

and in the paddock on one side of the garden a alce little teat was seb up
which we often frequented, Uhen at Hitchia we had sehool iu the wiolier in
the family diilag room, a large haidsome apartment, aid in summer we used
an equally large hedroom over it, I have a vivid remembraace of the sged

p arents of my frieads, and thiakiag what a haadsome old geatleman John
Ransom was, he wore a flaxen wig, with & row of curls at the back, he and
his wife wore mostly sltting each side of the fire while school was golng
on, B, &M, R, were very klad to me, and their iafluence was so good that
1t must have been just what I wanbted Maris & Caroiine were both older than
myself, and were among my young colempararies, but Fliza Marsh was at that
time my most intimate compauion, she lived almost close to us, and it was

so handy to rush to hery house whenever I liked, she also very often came
to our house, and help ed mec sometimes to make 'a fsast?, with the Litile
toy dinner and tea thinga, We often played with my dolls, there was a small
cupboard in my brother Joseph's bedroom fitted with shelves, and tiny dutch
d@dils with very short walsted froeks lived iu it, this we delighted in play-
ing with, and often 1t underwent & regular house-cleanlng, The little dolls
referred to were most of them I believe dressed by my dear cousin Ellen
Wright and my sister Sarsh who worked uandsy her directions. She was the
daughter of Willlam Wright, my dear Tather's first cousin, sad was a fregquend
vigitor at our house for weeks together. We were all glad to have her with
us, she was so cheerful and pieasant to all, I was particularly fond of
hery and remember her bright face, and dark hair curled in an unbrokea roll
behind, In after li¥e a closer link ualted us when 1 became her sister-ine
law, She was a loving and true friend to me all throwgh the after vielssi-
tudes of life, The preseal generation will recogaize in her the dear “aunt
Fllea! of the home at Leighton., She married your unele Joseph Glalsyer in
1832, I came over from Lewes where I wss at school, and was p resent at the
wedding., #ow we retura to recollectious of my young frieads, Eliza Marsh
and I frequently joined BEsber and Mary Whitiug oa Saburdsy afteracons, they
were daughters of dohn & Hargaret Whiting, Sometimea we went to Highbury
where JJ. had a good sized gardea, and what then seemed a grand summer
nouge, with wiadows into the lane at the back, here we played for hours,
always I thiak uander Ester's direcbion she veiug the eldegt., There were
veehives in thal garden whioh much impressed me, and the Whitings had a
donkey cart which we sometimes were allowed to use, of course it was very
delightful, At other times the same party would go on holiday afterncens
to Mount Pleasaat, a delightful spot planted with fir trees, and laid out
with p aths with here and there a seat or small alcove, it belonged o my
uncle Williem Lucas, snd is one of the places near Hitehin conneeted with
delightiul reminiscensesof wy childhood, we had charming views of the
surrounding country from the more open walks, and in more rebired ones the .
gongs of innumerable birds. The sleove on our Saturday afberuncon visits
was always our uome, Ester was our Mother, & set all her children to work
in aswesping our kitehen clean, and prepariucg the dinnexr and other meals,

Taough I had several young companions with whom I mostly speat the
saturdsy afverncons I often realized a certain loneliness, and longed for a
sigter aboul my own age., Ume fine evening I well remember I went after tea
Yo eslk ¥aria and Carcline Ransom to go for a walk, I was told that the
children were all gone to meet their father and mother wio were expeclted to
return that eveulug from a visit to Leicestershire, I at once decided to
go myself and join the party, so seb off along the Bedford road which waa the
route I expscted they would taks, and walked on a2 long way without meebing
nmy friends, I suppose it must have been getting dusk, for to this day I have
a feeling of the sense of desolation thal came over me on that solitary road
in the waning light, But a plece of good fortune, I little expected was ab
hand, I heard a glg approaching behind me, who should it coabain but our
kind old friend Oswald Foster, the doctor, he drew up when he recognized the
forlorn little pilgrim trudging along towards Bedford, and whez he had heard
my story told me to get up in his gig and he would take me home, he was going
to visit a p atient not far off, I pladly obeyed, aad thus was relieved of

wy wisgiviugs as to how my walk was to ead, I have no doubt I missed the



Ransom party by their having taken a short cut into the town before I reached
the turaing. '

No account of my early days would be complets without meatloning my
cousin Francis Lucas, my uncle William!'s youagest son, who was only a few
months older than myself, my auat wes most kiad in asking me frasquently to
go to tea with them, He was a bright, clever, lively boy, with begutiful
large dark eyes and rosy cheeks., He was very fond of drawlag, we used to
kneel on the chairs in their large bow window of the parlour, where there
was a coavenient shelf for his book or slate, he used to amuse me much with
his sketeches of imaginary scenes, chiefly of combats or battles as far as I
recollect now., These drawings were also accompanied by a fluent ruaning
commentary on the proceedings of the persons depieted, In those days our
two families were in the habit of diniag at each other's houses occasioaally
and a large party we always were, we enjoyed thess reunions very much, I
thiok they were very useful in keepdng the liaks of relationship bright,
end maintaining interest in each other's pursuits and employments, In the
spriag and summwer the yousger members of ths two families frequently walked
together in the evenings. I have delightful recollections of walks ia the
Park, Mount Pleasant or Willow Lane where we were sure to hear the nighting=-
ale, Orton Heed, and mgy other favourite spots vlsited on these ocoasloas,
We often fell in with my dear uncle Willlam Lucas who loved a country walk
with spud in hand and his old dog Trim or Pspper by his side, His favourlte
anot was Orton Head, he possessed some land there, the river was the boundry
of one park of it, and a very pretty belt of trees plaanted 1 belleve by him
made quite an ornamentel finish, here he used often to sit on an old sbump,
and unseen himself could wateh the movements of the smell animsls that
frequent the water's edge, and of the numerous birds who found there such
a delightful and safe retreat to onild their nests and rear their young,

~ Ia later time there was a boat at Orton Head, which gave great pleasure
to a younger genaration,

By following the ccurse, of the stream we came to a common which
I found in after years was rich in wild flowers, among them the elegant Grass
of Paruassees ranks the highest, many were the rambles we took over that
common, whea our atteantion had been drawn to the delights of botanleal
research, 9$till further through the meadows we approached the head of the
stream where stood the Water Mill, at that time carried on by my uncle
Semuel Allen, where I think I may certelnly say thet some of the happlest
days of my enildhood were spent; it was the residence of my dear uncle and
sunt Samuel and Phebe Allen and their five sons, She was my father's only
aister, and after my dear Mother's death felia deep interest in Sarah and
myself, and in the summer and winter holidays always iavited us to spend a
week ‘at Wegt Mill, There was so much to intersst us there, snd she was so
bright and eheerful, and found occupations for us of a very different kind
from any we had at home, I consider I ¢~ £ her influence any little takte
T may possess in so many directions tuat I can acarcely enumerate them. She
was an ardent admirer of the beauties of Wature, and in the summer would take
us long evening walks, sometimes as far as Highdown, where the wonderful wide
gpreadiog landscape, a few paces from the old house, used always to be a great
delight to gsze upon, It was sometaing like the view we have when we are
half way up Wolfstonbury at Hurst, At other times there woula be calls to
moke at Pirton or Ickleford on gome poor woman to whom my aunt wished to :
take some little preseats, I think she never wenl empty-handed to the cottages
in the aeighbourhcod, I was deeply intersested in these visits, and it was a
joy %o make some simple germent for a child under her directloas whom we had
seen 1a our cottege visits. I recollect there was a poor family, probably
Irish, cemping out not far from West Hill ia a most destitute conditlon who
enlisted our sympatnies, and a great deal was done for them we made many
garments with the help of my aunt, and the housemaid, I dont now remember
what beceme of these poor people. I belleve food was often sent to them from
the mill, .



There was & large gordea at the back of the houge at West Mill,
and an orchard beyond, the river was the bouadary ab ocne side., o one
could have had more pleasure in flowers and growlag them than my sunt, she
liked the best sorts of every plant, and particularly those which were
sweet scented, In summer we were seut after breakfast iato the garden,
each with a basket to collect the rose leaves which were past thelr bast,
and then spread them on newspapers 1n the best apare room to dry, they were
then put iato muslin bags, and lald among the linen and caps and handkerchiefs
in the drawers. No one could go very near my aunt without belag aware of
the sweet perfume of roses, which with her sweet fair complexion, and express-
ive blue eves readered her very atiractive, How delighifvl it was the first
evening of our visits there, to go to bed in the charming little room which
wag always allotted Lo us, with its snow vhite bedding and curtains, all
pervaded by the sweet smell of roses, which really seemed to helong to my
dest aunt where-ever she went, she used to come and visit us when we were
smgly in bed, and in her impreasive way would read a little in the Bible,
repeat & hymn perhsps, and add a few loving remarks of her own., She was
always seaking to umkue our minds with a seanse of the many blessings
bestowsd on us, and to raise in us the tribute of gratifude to the Almighty
for His good and bountiful gifts. At a very early age I was taught that
hyma of Dr, Watts' which I hooe will never go out of fashiou while the
English language lasts,

"Whenteer I take my walks abroad
How maay poor I see

What shall I reader to my God
For all His gifts to me" ete.,

How I should like all my dear graadchildren to learn this sweet hymn while
they are yet quite young, they would never forgebt it ia afber life, and
often would its sweet sentiments recur to them whea in old ace, as I can
testify checking somebimes & feeling of discouteat which will at times creep
in, and raising the heart in thanksgiving to the gracious giver of all the
numerous bi##issings we enjoy.

My euat was exbremely kind to her poor neighbours lu llluess, on one
of our visits to West Mill we were employed i pubbing up a guantity of
powders for the poor, some of whom had Ague, we were shows how to measurs
the quantities in the meddcine chiest scales, and to prepare the papers for
folding wp in whea the logredients were all ready, this though required some
nicety I think we did to her satisfaction, '

My aunt had a very handsome Mahogany box, much larger than a writlng
deal; with trays fitted to it, these were filled with besutiful shells,
pleces of spar; agates sand other curiosities laid on cotton wool. Among
them was a besubiful 141d%e silver book or case, the lids were of filagree
work very beasutifully chased, it wes discovered by workmer in digging founde
ations for some bullding; the contents of this little case fell Lo pleces as
goon as it was exposed to the air, so no one koows its history, I believe my
Father pressnted it to duant Allen, snd she velued it very much. It was one
of our great treats to be allowed to set this precious box to rights, which
we Gid with a soft fuster and bit of wash leather, we then replaced every
thing with great care, hearing from dear aunt while so employed the history
of many of the treasures, amoug them were many curious foreign seed vessels
and other iateresting relics, My aunt often skelched a pretty wreath, or
basket of flowers oa paper for me to prick, she did it very alcely with much
taste, and I thiak I did my part creditably, so much did she encourage us
to pub forthe our powers. It wasl delightful to hear her read aloud, which
she often did from a book called "Cottage dlalogues", counsistiag of conver-
sations betuwesn two poor Irish women, Rose and daney, one of them thrifty and
careful, the other just the reverse, my aunl could give the most amusing
effect to thelr telk, and imitated the Irish brogue exceedingly well, I



remember she often read it to us al our earaest regusst, as we floated up
river in the boat, while the swans would follow us to seize the bits of
bread we brought for them, it was so delightful to go in the boat with her
on the warm summer afterncons, we sometimes got as {ar as Orton Head.

She somebimes read ia "Eveninss at Home", "The Colouists", "Eyes and uo
eyea", "The Travelled Ant", Trmxsmlgratloas of Indur, were among the
favourites, She was very fond of Cowper's poems, and oftea read portiouns
to us, I perticularly remember the aoble lines on Slavery at the oeginuning
of the 2and book of The Task, she wished me to leara them, which I after-
wards did, Lines on receiving my Motherts picture, Alexander Selkirk, and
many of the smeller poems were also among her favourites,

It was a pleasure to her that she had once seesn the Poet when on
a visit to her cousins Ann & Mary Smith of Olney.

The bDaking day at West Mill was a very important time to us, as we
then made little cakes for ourselves., I thought 1t a very wonderful thing
to be able to make anything so anice as these cakes prcved at tea time, Of
course there were numerous ducks and chickens to feed at West Mill we stirred
up their breskfests of barley meal in a great led pan, and enjoyed doing it
as much as they did the eatlng of it., Uometimes I weab iuto the Mill and
watehed my cousia Stafford chipping avay at the great Mill stoanes, or placed
my hands under the hopper where the warm soft flour was pouriag down,

Cousin Stafford used o stuff birds beautifwlly. I llked very mush to
watch his proceedings, He was quite a Naturalist, and knew a great deal
about birds and their habits, & small room over the couating house was
used for this purpose, My cousin William Allen was I believe apprenticed
to Benjamin Bill Gollins at Royston, and the two youngest sons Joseph and
George, werse mostly at school dwriag our wisits, and if at home were much
oocupied with playlng cricket, and other amusements that boys delight in,

My uucle and auant were deeply ianterested in the efforts then being
made for the suppression of the Slave trade, and were in constant commun~
lcation with their brother the rencwned William Allen, and the little bangd
of earnest men who worked so hard for this object, Oue means they adopted
to lessen the use of slave grown asygar was to abolish the use of the article
ags much as possible from the table, I recollect the peculiar flavour given
to gooseberry or apple puddings when sweetened with honey iastead of sugar,

- In our summer visits to the Mill we often sat ia the spare bed room in the
afternoons, it was quite a large and pleasant room with & window ia froab
of the house and aunother lookiug iuto the gardea at the back, My aunt used

to read to us very c¢ften from her vast collectios of manuseripts copied

by nereself or uacle, they wers of very varied character, many were pieces
of poetry, some of them of rather a jocose character., I remember it was

she who first iatroduced to us the veautiful lyric of Sir<liiklk
"I climbed the dark brow of the mighty Helvellyn®, also Paraellts "Hermit"
"The Three Waraings', many of Cowper's smallser, and portious of his loanger
poems, also some of Thomas Wilkiuson's whose simple pleces she was very
fond of, We were delighted when we could persusde her to tell ug what she
dld when she was a little girl, I wish I could remember these interesting
aarratives, one thiug I can recall, she and my dear fatner when guite

young ehildren went to school together, once he had been naughty, idle
perhaps, and as a puaisbment had a paper pinned on to his 1ittle coat
behind, on which I believe was writteu "Idle boyt or to that effect, My
dear auut was so deeply sorry for him that she walked all the way home with
her hand over the obnoxious paper so thai ao ose might see it, Mr. Grand-
father William Iucas lost his first wife after a short unioa, she left three
children, William, Phebe, and Joseph, he married agaia vhea I thiuk my sunt
must have been five of six years old.. Iz uescriving her childhood after
this eveunt, I gather thet she was brought up rather strictly, anq/f.)ﬂrfect
gubmission and obedience to her stepmother., I have often heard her say how




good it wes for her to have been undsr her second mother's management and
authority, I can lmagine that her lively ardsat disposition often received
checks which perhaps were more salutory than agreeable, but she never spoke
of her mother in any bub the most respectful terms - and we must remember
that it was uot expected in those days that children should question, they
simply obeyed those who had the rule over them, I thiuk she must have heen
very sweet looking as she grew up, with her beaufiful complexion aud blue
eyes, she was indeed fair to look upoa to the last, Being so atiractive,
she had meny suitors, some of whom were in very good positions ia socliety,
put it was reserved for Samuel Allen a man of insignificant appearaance,

and much marked wlth small-pox to earry off the prize. She would sometimes
tell us a little about these matters when we grew older, and I well rememoer
her arch msaner of sayins iu refereace to her acceplance of Vacle "I weat
through the wood, and through the wood, aad took a crooked stick at last®,
but after aay playful allusions of thls kind, she loveriably concluded by

e warm expression of love to him, and thaskfuloess for the happiness of

her married life, and the help and support that he had been to her,

My auot was very fond of the sceiety of young people, and deeply
interested in promoting thelir religiocus and intellectual well-being, but
by no means ueglected thelr manners and bearing, and liked to see them neatly
dressed according th their station ln life, She was very particular that
they should make the best of thelr sppesrance by a good upright carriage,
and not glve way to stooping or alouching which are both bad for the health,
and mar the effect even of the pretitiest face, she hereself was remarkebly
‘upright and had a good figure, She was also very particular about a c¢clear
and good pronunciation in reading and speaking, and I have often heard her
lament the mumbling way iun which many young people spoke, These remsxrks
apply quite as much to the present day as to former times,

I

have & very falal remembrance of my grandfather William Lucas I believe he
called at our house every day. On ons such occaslon I was clatbering slong
the brick passage in my patbens (most likely a new acquisition) he told me

to take them off, out even his command was too hard for me, and I still kepb
them on, it is sad that my oaly reminiscense of him is coanected with an act
of dimcobedience, I was juat three years old when this ocecurred, as I find

he dled in 1819, I have often heard my aunt Allen describe him as a perfect
gentleman, He lived in the house now cecupied by Anale Lucas in Tile House
street, where my Grandmother and sunts Maria and Margaret continued to resids
for the remainder of their seversl lives, We used to go and visit them ab
intervels, and always fell that we must bDe upon our best nehaviour. My grand-
mother was a tall and rather astately looklug woman: she wore old fashioned
loug mittens over her arms, the slesves of her gown reaching down to her
elbows, She was always seated in a large chalr whth her vack to the window
which looked ianto the gardea, I thiok she sometimes did & 1ittle kaitting

I used to veranerate her very much on account of her great age, tho! I doat
think at that time she was more than 82 or 83 years of age. I do not remember
that she talked to us children, though I am sure she was kiadly interested

in us, My aunt Marla was a very shy retiring person, but possessed warnm
affectionate feeliugs, wirich every aow and then revealed themselves, it was

a pity that she was so unwilling to show her real loying nature to us, her
mind Yoo was cultivated beyond what would be supposed from her very timid
mganer, Aunt Margareat was the youunger of the twom both were rather tall and
slender, with bright browa eyes and dark hair. Auat Margaret was a very
pretty women with a clear complexion, and aiece colour ian her cheeks, it was
she who devoted hereself to the amusement of Rer young guests, ofthen playing
with us at merrils, fox and goose, letters ete, I liked much %o go with her
ioto their spaclous garrets Where the playthings and juveulle books were kept.
I remenmber some very old fashioned Literature which we were much interestsd
in *The adventures of a Plncushion", "The perambulations of a Mouse", "The -
history of the Robins", "Goody Two Shoes", and others whose titles I forget



but they were delightful little volumes I never saw in any other house,
There was a beautiful cat at my grandmother's, and bebter still a lovely
little King Charles! spaaiel both of them afforded me much amusement, the
dog was mostly very saappish to us, though extremely fond of his two
migtresses, Thelr house though very pleinly furnished, was adorned in
most of the rooms with & quantity of very handsome 0ld China, There were
three jars on the high chimney piece of the back parlourfor drewing room)
wihich always seemed to my childish fauncy to perscaify my grandmother and
two aunts, the centre one belng portly and substantial looklag, with a
rich tesrs cotlta patiera on it, the two side jars were of an elegant and
much more sleader shape, were dark blue and white,

Then in summer there was the well kept garden to walk in, Auwng
Margaret had very nice flowers in the borders, and in the little green-
house algo, Ia one of the outhouses, wes a large o0ld fashioned mangle,
our linen was brought up to be mengled there after a grest wash., There
were two sedate women servants kept in the esteblishment, and a man %o
attend to the garden, and latierly to drive my aunts oub in their little
carriasge, which was very much like the Victorlas we see here. 4s I got
older I became very foad of my two anuts, tho' we always felt sorry that
they should live ii so secludsd a sbyle, as they did not we thought do
justice to themselves, they were both of them refined and well educated
women and always ready to sympathise in the joys or sorrows of their
relations and friends.

My uacle and aunat William and Ann Lucas lived a very short distance
from my grandmother, also in Tile House Street. Their family like ours
numbered seven, Mary & Martha, twins, Rachel, Williem, Samuel, Susanns
and Francis, They were a gifted and talented family ia. diffaren‘b ways,
moglt of them being quite beyond the aversge in power and inteil G
ascquirements, They were exitremly well vead, pariticularly Willism the'
eldest sonp, when we met he almost always had something interesting to tell
us of whitiwas golng on in the literary world, It was quite a treat to
hear him réad his favourite pleces from Wordsworth, whose poems were about
that time vecoming very much admired, My cousin Samuel wes an smabeur
artist, and nearly all his leisure time was spent in his painting room.

He produced & great number of oil paintings chiefly taken from picturague
spots in the nelghbourhood of Hitchin., Hls wabter colour sketches of
scenery in different parts of England taken when out on holiday excursions
were very numercus and most charming. I thiuk they were mostly preferred
to the olil painbings, what a pleasure it was to have such familiar inter+
course as we had with my cousins who were not only cultlvated and intell-
sctual, bub possessed a fund of wit and facetiousness, though it was not
until ohildhooda years were over, and I was growlog up that I eould
appreciate them, and became sensible of bthe great advanteges of such
assoclation, but Fravels belng so near my own age was always quite a
friend and companion to me, they had a large gerdsn where we played to-
gether, and a swiog 1o the barn, Our two families nearly always assembled
in my unclets garden afier the mornlog meeting on lst days. My uacle, like
my Father was very fond of flowers, aad often had some fresh favourite to
show us. A few years later he bullt a small greenhouse, go that he could
grow the more delicate sorts of flowera which were quite new at that time.
Cinerarias, Primulas, Petuaias, and many more, My uncle was a very quiet
and studious man, he delighted in country walks, mostly taken by himself
with his falithful old dog in attendance, He was a close observer of the
hawlts of birds, sad other wdld creatures of the flelds and woods, and was
extremely interested la seseching for the rarer sorts of wild flowers, so
that it became a delight to all of us to find some rare specimen and take
it to uncle Lucas, I fancy I caa see him now seated in his little study
(which opened out of their usual gitting room) where he had bookcases
£illed with his favouribe ancient books, some of them of pounderous size,
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there too he had a cavinet of very valuable colns in which he was much -
interested. He had also a large collectlon of 014 China arranged very
tastefu.lly in a 1ittle room up stairs, Here I have often seen my cousin
Susanna pairrting flowers from nature, which she could & with grea.t teste,

Bot.h my uncle and father were very fond of reading, he was more
retiring than my father, who had much nstural gaisty of dlsposition and .
bonhomis, Both of them wers delightful compauions Yo the circle of young
people avound them, and I belleve were much loved and respected by thelr
neighbours in the town, as well as by our more immediate cirecle of friends.
They were kindly and considerate to all around them, snd generous to their
poor neighbours, sometimes perhaps the latter teok edvantege of their tender
heartednesa, for I remember the back doors of both houses were much Deseb
by needy ones wanblng a little help, gnd I believe they saldom ssked in
vain,

My suat Lucas was very diligent in visiting the poor, particularly
in times of illness or distress when khe was a firm friend to them, I nsed
herdly say my dear sunt Allen was very genercus ln trying to alleviate the
troubles of the poor, yet she would sometimes reprove them for coming =o
often for help, but I believe she could never refraln from a smell gifi,
though she might be well aware of the want of thrift and management that
largely produced the need, She has been heard to say to a aotoricus
beggar, "There go they ways, herels two pence for thee",

I remember when a child often seelng Mary Valentine making nourishing
Jugs of Candle for some poor neighbour whern a new beby had arrived, how
welcome sueh littde gifts were in times of need, and in more serious illness
a slice or two out of the joint at diuner was often sent to & poor slck
neighbour from my unclel's and our own tables,

I have writlen pret’oy fully of my dear aunt Allen, but I feel that
I must vow try to deplet somewhat of my dear aunt Lucasds character, tho!
I koow How inmdequate are any workds of mine to- describe her, As I think
of her now in my old age I seem more able to appreciate her gifts and
sttainments, She certainly was no common woman, aad was much looked up %o
by all her relations. She possessed a remarkably clear judgement, and was
aons'bantly applied to in amny trouble or difficult clrecumstence that might
arise, She was so patient and kind in listening to the cases that aay of~
her relatlons or friends mught brigl& before her, that one fell that she was
fay from th:.nking such applications” troublescme, bub was endeavouring to glve
the oeasv advice in her power. S&he was muech valued by all the little vody
of Friends atb Hitchin, and hexr mi.nistry in our maei:.iags vas very accaptahle
and. teaching. _

‘She took an active part in condueting ths va.rious charities ia the
town, she and our vicar's wife Sarah Wilses worked in great harmony together,
and they had the principal part ia the menagement of many soclietles, as well
ag of the British school for giris, then held In Dead Steet, 1 believe my
aunt and cousins cubt out all the needlework done by the children there., As
I said before, she wes & very diligent visitor of her sick neighbours, and
she was wuch loved, and venerated, I might say Dy them, as she could give
them much pesctical advice as to treatment in illness, and suggeating simple
remedies, After my mother's death my aunt Lucas was our never failing
Counsellor and frisnd I believe she fell that we were left in her charge

equally in that of my aunbt Alles and her thoughtful kindness to Sareh and
myself can never be forgotien. We lost our dear father when I was just 16
years of age, and Sarah rather more than 20, and her health was quite
delicate, so in any emergency or difficulty we had the privilege of my aunts
advice and practicsl help, Ian thinking of our circumstances at that time
I &m reedy to exclaim what should we have done without Aunt Lucas, I may

gay the same of our cousin Susanna, wilth whom a very warm and lotimete friend-

bl



ship existed, partieularly with my sister Sarah, who was nearer her age,

She was & delightful companion, very lively and cultivated, sprightly and
witty in her couversation well up in the topies of the time, and clever

with her head no wonder she was a universal favourite; she was married

in 1838 to Edward Beck of Isleworth, and many delightful visits did we

pay her there, and felt that though we bad lost this dear cousin as an almost
daily companion we had geined in her husband (who was already a distant
cousin of ours) a steadfast friend, he was always ready to do a kindness

to any one, and welcomed us to his house on our frequent visits with the
greatest cordiality.,

An important event always occurred at our house soon after the
commencenment of the Wew Year, this was The Men's supper, when sll who were
employed in the Brewery Maltings and farms assembled in our kitchen,
supplemented by tables in the wash-house for the boys, and partook of a
subgtantial meal of roast and boiled beef and mutton, with plum pudding
for the second course, My uncle & father with thelr sons who might be
at homs, Thomas Marsh the Clerk, and some of our friends in the town who
were often guest at our house, viz Robert Newton, Henry Jermyn, William
Brown etc., were always present on these oceasions and great genlality and
cordlality prevailed, I used to go lato the passage in which were two large
windows looking into the kitchen, and watch the procesdings with great
intereat having assisted in stonlng the plums previously, When the mesl
was finlghed, pipes and tobacco were produced, and the scund of occasional
songs reached us la the palours. The next day the wives of the men had
the fragments of the feast distributed %o then,

Besides this anmual supper for the men, we had a large company %o
dinner every market day, composed of customers from the country round, if
they came to give orders, or pay their ascecounts they were invited to dine
in the parlour which was of course gladly accepted, sometimes they were so
oumerous thet the kitchen table was also filled, A% any time during the
week we were liable to have people sent in for luncheon of meat, bread and
cheess and ele in the kilchen, this was sometimes rather incounvenient, but
a8 a child it was quite & matter of amusement to me. This arrangement weas
altered in the course of a few years whén we wére older,

. Another occurrence which sometimes befell us, and gave me great
delight as a child, but which in later years I learat the great incouveailence
of; wes, that during tododer storms in the summer when the rasin fell in
torrents, we were liable to be #looded, the water pouring down Tile House
Streeb, rushed in ab our f_rongc'.‘*" dior, then came the moment of excitement,
would the storm abate before it reached the parlour door, often it held on
its way, and then a time of hurry easued to tear up the carpets so that they
should not be wetted, I remember once they were so thoroughly dreuched that
~ we had to live in one of the bedrooms nearly a fortnight $ill they were

. sufficiently cleansed and dry enough to be put down again,

When I was about six years old, I was luvited to pay s visit to
our cousins Isaac and Sarah Bass at Brighton, I had aot been very well,
and it was thought that it would do me good to have some sea bathing,
Our cousin Isenc Bass wes a very old friend as well as a relative of my
fatherts who had always taken a great interest in advising and assisting
him in esteblishing himself in business at Brighton, and in due time my
brother Edward was apprenticed to him, by that time he had a flourishing
buninoss as, Wholesale and retall grocer & Provision Merchant, He took _
great interest in local affairs, and all that contributed to the progress
and well belng of the town, as well as supporting schools and other charit-
able ingtitutions, Ia these engagements he was heartily seconded by hias
wife, she was a sister of John Glaisyer, who was the father of your Grang-
father, and wags a woman of much energy and power., They had one son and one
doughter, Issac Gray, and Sarsh,
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At the time when I visited them they were living in Brighton Placa,
where the grocery business wes carried on, +heme was no private door to
the house, and all off §.Bis aumerous callersg who often arrived in thelr
private carriages had to enter through the shop which was quite a smsll one,
and vdorous of butter, cheese, candles ete the last mentioned veing made
on the premlses, '

My enﬁgyﬁent of this visit to Brighbton was very great, evary thing
was so Jifferent from my home in quiet 1ittle Hitehin, aad then there was
the Sea, I kaow I was deoply impresssd by it. ‘

Saily Rags waes then a little girl of 3 or 4 years old, so I must
heve beeu sboub 3 years her senior., I remember her perfectly, what a pretiy
little thing she was, with rather long light brown hair, and brown eyes,

A young friend Debby Waddington wes her nursemaid, and I was plesged for
the first time ia my life to be her compenion and playfeliow in her nursery,
where was & greal variety of playthings including a Rockinghorse, and a
beautifully furnished doll's house, with numerous dolls, apsir of doves alsc
had a large cage in the room, We were often taken %o walk by the ses and
pick up sea weed, and the time came at last when I was %o bathe. I was much
frightened vhen the old bathlng woman plunged mg head under the water, and
I suppose I cried and made a great fuss, for I was promised by my acousin
S.B, that if I would be good abdut bathing she would give me a cherry stons
with 100 silver spoons in it, so I tried to behave better, and when I laft
Brighton the teeasure was preseanted to nme, '

I believe 1%t wag during this vislt that I wemt to spend a few days
with our cousins Thomes & Ann Lidbetter at Southwlek, (A.L, was a sigster of
our cousin 5,W,) I remember butlittle details of that time with one exception,
there were several children in the family, and in turn I believe that every
one of us had the measles, of course this delayed my return to my dear Sally
Bass, and very glad I was vhen it wes safe for me %o join her agsin,

Being so much younger than my brothers must explain the reason of so
little mention belng mads of them in this little history, but I can reesll
with much elearness the anmial wvisits of Bdward and Charles when they came
home for about a fortnight from Brighton, it was a great pleasure to us all,
and’ particularly to me, as wy dear brother Edward liked me to be with him,
-and the games we had together were often rather boistercus, I think Charles
found my sister Sarah more congenial, so they paired off together, I bselieve
it was in 1824 that Sarah went to boarding dchool at Mary Wylde's et Norwich.
Jane & Henrietts Foster alse went at the same Vlme, they were doughters of
Oswald and Mary Foster, and wers intimate friends of ours, ' ' ‘

48 the distance was great, and no direct coaches ran through Hitchin,
they dld not come home in the wlnber holidays so we enjoyed Sarshls company
only in the summer vacatlon and it was a delight to all of us to meef again
after so long a separation, she and I became much more compaaionable as I
got older, I was vei#y much interested in hearing her describe her schoole
fellows, but what I liked best of all was to hear her repeat long portions of
Sir W. Scott's poems which she had met with at sechool. As we slept together
the time for these recitiays was when we woke early in the mornings, I was
never tired of hearing the early parts of the ‘Lay‘of the last Minatrektand
portions of '"Marmion' I think she could not then have read the Lady of the
Lake; as none of that cherming poem was repeated to me, and I did not besome
scqueinted with it uotil I was on a vislt at Wellingham on leaving school
in 1832, when dear Emily Rickman read it to me. '

I peid a second visit to Brighton with my dear father bowards the
close of 1824, My brother Edward had then left I, Bass and was receatly
established in business ab Soubhwick with Thomas Lidbetter who was in Corn



and Coal trade., Sally Bass wasg then atteading a day scnool kept by Mary
Biaks another sister of cousin 5,4, I accempanied her, and among the
pupils were Mina Kemp, and Bebby Glaisyer, I dont thiuk we had many
legsons to leara, aad do not remember much of what we did there, excepit
one day when there was a mosbt fearful storm of wind and rain, so that it
was imposaible for us children to return home bo dinner, and we had to
remain till it subsided., A grest deal of damage was done by this storm
and the chaln pler receatly fianlshed sustained serious injury. '

During this visit to Brighton Place, cousin S. Bass l.vited
Benjamina, and Bmily Rickman to pay her a visit., I was much charmed with
“them, particularly with Benjamina, they made themselves so delightlul to
Sally and myself, little did we thiuk of the close love and connection which
in after years there would be between the familles, Benjamina heving married
my dear brother Edward in 1827, and Emily warried Issec Gray Bass several
years later, When our vislt to Brighton was over we weut to Guildéford on
our way home to see my brother Thomes who was appreaticed to John Wilblen
an ironmonger there, Here for the first time I melt JM's daughter Hery,
who was & little older thaa myself, to whom I at ocace became much attached,
and the warm friendship then begun was a sourse of much pleasure and I hope
of profit also to both of us until broken by dear Mary's death in 1868, Her
- elder half sister Elizebeth Emma Trimmer also made a very plsasant impression
on me; some years after she hecame oge of our family belng marrled to my
brother Thomas in the 5th mo. 1832, '

I think my brother must have had much enjoyment in exploring the
beautiful neighbourhood of Guildford when he could spare time for a ramble,
it suited him well to be in such a locality as he had a great love for the
peauties of Hature, was quite a botanist, and collected specimens of many
rare plauts, was also very foand of birds, and had too some talent in drawlng
of which he was very fond, and mede many water color sketches of favourite
pits of scenery, and frequently expressed lu poetry his greal enjoyment ia
the scenes of anatural beauty that surrounded him, His health was not very
strong, but he had a kind and suany nature, and much endsared himself to
all whoe know him, We pald another visit oa leaving Guildford, and stayed
one night at the house of our cousin John Lucas at Tootiog, he and his wife
used oceasionally to vwisit at our house, and though not very nearly related,
a warm friendshiy subsisted between him and my Father. I recollect they
styled each other by the old fashioned title of "Kiusman'. Th ey lived in
8 very old fashioned house with a stiff formsl garden behind it. John Lucas
took kiad notice of me, and in the course of the evening asked me if I had
ever made a shirt, I was able to answer trutifully that I had, and to my
great surprise and delight he presented me with a sovereigh as a reward I
guppose of my diligence, I cennot at the present time belleve that I accom-
plished 21l the stitching of the garment, and of cuurge my governess prepared
all the work for me., At this time I was a pupll at the receatly commenced

gehool of Misges Hudson & Crouch which was qguibe the best of the Miund whieh
had then been opened in Hitehin, I remember my aunt Iucas called oun Miss H,
and arranged for me to go there, and that I should attend owr week day meetlung
o 5th days, mad not be expected at school on those morfings, L must have
been there some years, it was really a wekk conducted establishment snd I

was very happy there and much respected my governesses, When my Father and
Gousin were once absent at Yearly Meeting I lived mltogether at school, and
enjoyed it very much, But I fear I was nobt e very attentive pupil, for I
have recently discovered a short sentence iu one of my father's lebtiers to my
gigster Sarah when she was abt Norwich in 1824 {which has been unaccountsbly
preserved) and bears witiness to the fact, he says "Thy sister Phebe sends thee
her very very dear love, she 1is as lively as heretofore, by I hope somewhat
‘more mindful of school engagements, as I have nob heard of her beling kept so
much as was one time the case®, I well remember one occasion when I was
detained a long time after school, and Miss Crouch wes endeavouring to meke
me comprehend a pattern I had to work on my sampler, that patieran caused me
much tribulation, but as I look at it now it appears so perfectly simple,

I wonder that I should have besen g0 puzzled with 1it,
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There are many advantepes resulbing from a residence in a pleasant
country place, I am sure my brothers highly enjoyed the long welks they
used Lo tekey and their :ames at cricket and sometimes fishing and shooting,
They formed tastes which were a leasure to them throughout 1ife, there was
not ocne of them who was not couverssnlb with iature and the great variety of
her agpects, My brother Charles hed much skill ia stuffiang birtds, and for
peay years was cousldered a very good shot, he obtalaed ia This way several
specimens of birds anob very often met with, snd we had some of them stuffed
in glass cases, Jeffery formed a very good eollection of bubterflies, moths
and lnsects for whlch my father had a nice libtle cabinet wade, I flnd on
vellerring to a letter of wy Father's to Sareh at school, that Jeffery lefi
home in the 9th mo., 1824, aund was apprenticed to Lamuel lMay at Amplhill,
a pleasant little town about 14 miles from Hitchin, My father writes,"I
thial I shall po there with hin and return the next 2ad dey, it is a amice
gituation and I hope he will like i%, tho'! I shell miss his compsuy such®,
I thiok it was in the {ollowing summer thal Sarah and I apeut a week at S,
Mays belag kiudly invited by his wife Aan May, whose wemory I love to recall,
ghe was sweet and attractive voth ia person and mlad, This visiit was highly
enjoyed, Sersh belug chiefly with their daughter Priscilla, while I was
allowed to be much in the shop with my dear Jeffery, this suited me exactly,
I remember helping his (as I thought) to dress the wiadow and other little
things. My Father came to fetch us nome and he bought gsome dresses for us
thore, It wust have been soon after my last visit to Brighton that my
brother Edward sent me a besubiful dodl wlbh wex arms sud legs and she could
open aad shut her syes., I shall never forpel the pleasure it gave me, not
having seen such a splendid doll before, I was not sble to dress her myself,
but my dear cousin Susaonaa who was very clever aad a veauiiful needlewoman,
and our kind frienc gnue Brown between them were so kiad as to make her a
complete gset of clothing and very beautifully they dld it, Anna Brown was one
of my very kiad frieads, she often had me to tea with her, I well remember her
mother, aad old lady eatirely crippled with rheumatic gout, but calm and
patient always. '

Another iittle iacident of my childhood comes bLefore me which was very
loberesting to us at the time, A aest of young syuirrels was brought to us
as a present, As our cat had then a family of kittens the little strangers
were put in here bed, She kiudly toolt Yo them aad brought them up with her
oun little ones. One or twe of the yowls squirrels were afterwards placed in
the poplar trees ia our garden, where they made their home during one summer
at least and came for btheir food to the Cloisters where a supply of bread and
wilk, aubs ebe., were always walting for them, sometimes the pretiy creatures
would come and take & weal while we were sltbing in the Cloisters, We lost
gight of them as wiuater came on, nor did they appear in the followliny summer
perhaps they found a more congeuial homs,

The next event that I must touch upon is my dear brother Edwards marriage
to Benjamine Rickman whieh it is an wuamixed pleasure to recall, The wedding
took place on the 25th of 4 mo. 1827 and the whole of our family were present,
Sarah haviar come from Nerwich for the purpose, She had a pretty delicate
gllk dreas for:lac cecaslen, and I had & new white mislin frock, and silk
speucer like Saran's dress, e made our headguarters at cousin I, Basst's,
but on the afternoca previous to bthe wedding drove over to Wellingham, which was
my firsy lutroduetion to thaib delightful plaee, and to the so lesa delightful
family who vesided vhere. Hohun and Sarah Rickman, with their eight daughters
and one soa (It was my privilege to claim two of this interssting group of
devughtera as sisters, benjimins and Christiaas, the latier beisg married to
my <oar brother Jeffery oa the 27th of 4 mo. 1836 - Your grandmother Elizabeth
Glalsyer was Sarah Rickman's ounly sister, so our families have always veen very
closely ecoannected and united). I recolleet clearly that Beajimina and one of
her slsiters were stasdiny va the front door steps to receive us, she was lo a

white dress and looked go aice and happy. After tea we walked ia the garden
Sarah H.R, was my companlion. I was charmed with that lovely place, and the
~visits to the Grotto and Summer house, the former was a delightfully cool
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regtroat at Yhe wells of which were m et fastefully covered with shells and
sright pleces of sjar desizned aad wade I believe by ths older duvghbers
aud thelr brotier. From the summer honse we oudained o wery pretby view

of the Lowns, aad the pleasaat couvatyy ot the oot of them, there were four
wiadows wila a coloured slass ane is each »f them whieh well rejrassabed
bhae four seasons of the yeary btuea we vislted the childrors parieas, thelr
rabbita, pouliry ete., =8 well as tuelr larxpge play room over the sosch
houses - 1 had sever seen soy thisg 30 delight®nl and complebs before, 4AfGer
& valle we cssesbled at suaer, the tuo lowvars wers sbgeak, and 1 resulleed
uuele Riciomsn whs liked stricht pusetuslity wus 2 11bile dlsbturbed by thelr
adzsace, bub tiey aspenvedy after a ittls whille.

The warriage toosik pince the sext &y st lLeves, several of our Brightoa
frisads were tuere, after meeting we returned o elilughem, T dwall
resonasr s debalss of Jluner but lu the afterucoa She vouspor savt of
the company weat Cor o ster.ill ia the mesuowa, ualortuusielr io ruasulay owa
stairs I sllb my aew walbs frock, andwes Viiled with dlsmsy thlakiag how
dapleased cousin O, Yoolston would be, but I was preably comforted by cousin
Bwily most cdadly meadiug 14 for me. The sowly marrled palr ook faelr
departure after Hea for thelr nvume at Houthwlel, aad thedr sistar Prisclila
socimpaniad tnem, up Jerdy remciced ab VWellligham that oight, aud cexb
moraday were darivea l.bds lewes by waele Hickman., YWe wade & cell a2t Hary hna
Godiee’s as wy Folhers wished %o become acqualated with ber wad hor slabers,
o deunt with a view of my vecomlap n npll there afber o valle, Yo thea
returued to Brighbtea sad vefore solag vack to Hileoin weubl aver %o Southwiek
%0 take tee with the dear nrlle and oridegroom. It was a heppy visib, sad
the aunecous presents toey hed reesives were dlsslzved for osur iaspeebicn,

I romenber there wms & good ceal of eilver smony them whichh I expect was
chiefly from the Wellluphim famiiy,

is paran was b0 remein ia the Soudth wabll witer the susmear vacabioa,
ghe oid ool cebura home with ug, b steyed Iar 3ume weeks with -ur cowuaius
I &5 Husg, here shs was Joiaed by rur sonaln Susanss and tEey had & most
delightful tlwe together. 3Susuuna was cleaver aud vewy fasciuabluyy aad I
racnilect iucideats of tnls -isgit belos talked of el Brighisa for years
after.

in the gonrse of the sommer we bhad & alee louay visit frog Sdwra aad
Mioe gt ndbenin, waleh was coasddered as thslr wedilar Jmarasy, il waz actk
thea the iuvariabie practive as 1t hues slace secoms To tike a bour iomedlabely
after Lhe weddine, ,

The followlar vesr In bhe suwmer we had the pleasure of rscalviug thes
grein, this tlme thef were acceomoenied py 1ittle daaunh Ghelr CJilrat bura
treasuce, [ rensmber when toe soach 24 oped at cur doar, I rashed cab sakious
o pe tae {lrat o recelve sueh s orseious 1ittle strogsr labs wy ams, sae
looked at me ss 1€ surprlsed wiith her larpe dDlue eyes, bub oild act ery ab the
wehousice of my embrace, she was vesnbifud ohiil, T gu~puge 4 or § aeaths old
- at that tiume, ' .

it mey well ve Ilmssinec what e Aifferzize b wude in deor Corabl any
wreeli Bo bave & wrighb youay sister-lielew Lotroniwed Lato our fewlly wbe
was rea:y to eaber iate all mir cruesrsg vwith most slfectl: wale luteresi aud
to nelp in aar waey she eould, She waa alse & grest favsurlie vith wy Jdear
fabher, and luberesurse with Suara znd Mios whed er ab thelyr owa home or ab
Addchia mueh vrishbened bthe fow remelal.ur vezrs of Lig life,

Hy glsber Jeran nsd oy lefd oraloh aand in the Sth ao, 1428 4 weal frow
some to Lewea souosl nadsr tne tlud cars of Nolly Dickuss woo Lad Leea visitdue
at ditchin, I dept ot Jolllwbam they alght, sad the aexd doy took ay plece
a8 e pupil at the sohool at lLewes couduvted by my dear frisads Mary dan, Rebecos
aud Loey Gadlos.

& [resh stape of sy Life had uow commmuced, T uas very desrly twelve
yeurs old, aad oo becomlag & schwolpdrl I muat 2id tove well to the Recolisetiong
of my Chlldhood,
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